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Alok earned a BA in computer science and engineering 

from the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi and a MA in 

computer science from UC Berkeley. 

largest consumer Internet site for matrimonial services, and 

iYogi, which leverages the power of the Internet to offer 

high-quality, low-cost tech support to global consumers. 

Previously, Alok led the technology practice at Baring 

Private Equity Partners India, where he focused on 

investments in software services, BPO, the Internet and 

telecom. He was also co-founder of JobsAhead.com, a 

web-based recruitment business that was later acquired by 

Monster.com. Previously, he worked for Hughes Software 

Systems, the leading provider of telecom software and 

systems in India. He currently serves on the boards of 

Bharat Matrimony, Cellcast, and iYogi.  
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Seth Rudnick, MD
General Partner  |  Westport, CT

Seth Rudnick’s comprehensive experience bringing new 

medicines to fruition provides invaluable perspective to 

Canaan. He is passionate about working hand-in-hand with 

innovative companies to develop and market new drugs to 

help cure the most nefarious diseases. Since he joined the 

firm in 1998, Seth has led investments in Adlyfe, developer 

of innovative diagnostic that can detect fatal brain diseases 

such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson Disease in the blood 

before symptoms occur; Cylex, a diagnostics company that 

has transformed the ability of doctors measure immune 

system functioning, specifically in transplant recipients; and 

VaxInnate, a biopharmaceuticals company that is developing 

novel vaccines for pandemic and seasonal influenza. 

Prior to Canaan, Seth led many drug discovery and 

development projects, gaining deep operational experience 
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earned his medical degree at the University of Virginia and 

holds a BA in history from the University of Pennsylvania.  In 

2006, Seth was named to the Midas List, a prominent venture 

capital ranking of the best dealmakers in technology and 

life science. He is currently a Clinical Professor of Medicine 

at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, teaching and 

advising faculty members on biotechnology issues. 

He currently sits on the boards of Adlyfe, Chimerix, Cylex, 

Orthocon, Sopherion, Spine Wave and VaxInnate.

in the pharmaceutical and biotech industries. He served as 

CEO and Chairman of CytoTherapeutics (CTII), a company 

developing stem cell-based therapies to combat chronic 

diseases, and also helped start and headed R&D for Ortho 

Biotech, a division of Johnson & Johnson that provides life-

improving products to individuals with chronic illnesses. At 

Ortho Biotech, Seth was instrumental in creating a portfolio 

of products that still provide significant Johnson & Johnson 

revenue today. Seth began his career at Schering-Plough, a 

global science-based healthcare company, leading clinical 

trials, and also directed pharmaceutical development efforts 

at Biogen.

Seth was a Yale Fellow in medical oncology where he was 

a Robert Wood Johnson Scholar.  He received his medical 

training at Washington University Barnes Hospital.  He 
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Izhar Shay
Venture Partner  |  Hertzliya Pituach, Israel

As head of Canaan’s Israel operations since 2005, Izhar Shay 

focuses on building great companies in communications 

and mobility, software, clean technologies and digital media. 

He also seeks key investments in medical devices. Izhar led 

Canaan’s investments in LiveU, an innovative company that 

enables anyone to instantly broadcast live high quality video 

over wireless channels; and Efficient Finance, a financial 

services company that offers an innovative transactions 

platform for the huge international market of trade 

financing. Izhar also oversees Canaan’s local involvement in 

other Israeli companies.
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Izhar holds a B.Sc. in Electronics Engineering from the 

Technion Institute in Haifa, Israel. He was a paratrooper 

in the Israeli army. Izhar is involved in various volunteer 

activities related to the education of young students in 

Israel. In his free time he currently dabbles in amateur video 

production. 

Izhar serves on the board of directors of LiveU and Efficient 

Finance.

 

With more than 20 years of operational experience as a 

successful entrepreneur, Izhar was previously Chairman 

and CEO of V-Secure Technologies, which he grew to a 

leading position in the intrusion prevention market. The 

company was acquired by Radware (RDWR) in November 

2005. Prior to V-Secure, Izhar was CEO and co-founder 

of Business Layers, a Canaan portfolio company. Izhar led 

Business Layers from startup to a dominant player position 

in the identity management market, until it was acquired by 

Netegrity (NETE) in December 2003. Izhar was previously VP 

of Business Development with international investment firm 

The BRM Group. 
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Eric Young
General Partner  |  Menlo Park, CA

Since co-founding Canaan in 1987, Eric has helped 

launch a multitude of market-leading companies from 

inception to IPO or acquisition. He was an early investor 

in Copper Mountain Networks (CMTN), whose technology 

led the 1990’s DSL wave in North America; ONI Systems, 

the leader in the revolutionary merging of the metro 

area voice and data communication that is the basis of 

Ciena’s current offerings (acquired by Ciena); and Kalpana, 

which introduced the concept of a multi-port Ethernet 

switch (acquired by Cisco Systems). Eric also generated 

numerous positive outcomes from his investments in 

high-performance companies such as Argon Networks, 

Capstone Turbine, Diffusion Software, Frame Technology, 

International Network Services, International Packaging 

Assembly, Spectrian and Visigenic Software. 

Eric leads Canaan’s investments in cleantech and also 

pursues key opportunities in network infrastructure. 

Passionate about changing the balance in the energy 

industry to support a more sustainable future, Eric has 

been investing in cleantech since the early 1990s, when 
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at GE in two power-related industrial product businesses.  

Eric currently sits on the boards of Cortina Systems, a 

leading supplier of intelligent communication solutions; 

Enpirion, maker of the industry’s smallest power 

management system on a chip; and Lancope, the global 

market leader in Network Behavior Analysis (NBA) and 

Response technology. 

Eric earned a BS in mechanical engineering from Cornell 

University and a MBA from Northwestern University. Eric 

recently served for five years as Silicon Valley’s VC-industry 

representative on Nasdaq’s Listing and Hearing Review 

Council, He is also member of Advisory Council of Cornell 

University’s entrepreneurship initiative, Entrepreneurship@

Cornell, as well as a frequent speaker to university students 

at Stanford, Cornell and UC Berkeley on the transformative 

power of entrepreneurship. An engineer at heart, Eric is 

happiest when figuring out “how things work” – but he also 

dabbles in fly fishing, golf and the outdoors in general.

he backed early disruptors Transphase Systems, maker 

of large-scale energy storage systems; and Capstone 

Turbine, now the world’s leading producer of low-emission 

microturbine systems and the first to market with 

commercially viable microturbine energy products.  As an 

active Board member for 13 years, Eric helped transform 

Capstone Turbine from an engineering project into 

publicly-held leader in the distributed power generation 

industry.  Elsewhere, Eric has contributed as an active 

director at Enpirion, whose technology represents the first 

major innovation in integrated power technology in over 

a decade. Most recently, Eric has been an active advisor 

to Zolo Technologies as they have developed strategic 

relationships as a basis for deploying their unique optical 

measurement technology in large, established power 

generation markets. 

Prior to Canaan, Eric was a Senior VP of GE Venture Capital, 

where he led successful investments in companies such as 

Nellcor and Octel Communications. Eric also held a variety 

of sales, marketing and operations management positions 
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Felice Lu, PhD
Investment Analyst  |  Menlo Park, CA 

With a background in chemistry and biology, Felice 

Lu joined Canaan in 2006 and helps the healthcare 

team identify key opportunities in the diagnostic, 

biopharmaceutical and medical device industries. A 

scientist at heart, Felice is passionate about analyzing 

the potential for science to improve the practice of 

medicine.  Previously, Felice analyzed investment 

opportunities for a life science venture fund at 

Burrill & Company, a venture capital firm focused 

on healthcare. Felice has also spent time as a market 

analyst, performing market and product reviews and 

competitive financial assessments at Genentech, one 

of the world’s leading biotechnology companies. Felice 

received a PhD in chemistry and chemical biology 

from UC San Francisco, and holds a BS in chemistry 

with distinction from Harvey Mudd College. 

David Roeske
Investment Analyst  |  Menlo Park, CA   

David Roeske joined Canaan Partners in 2007 as an 

Investment Analyst on the IT team. He is focused 

on the firm’s Clean Technologies initiative.  Prior 

to joining Canaan, David was an Analyst at Rustic 

Canyon Partners where he assisted on investment 

opportunities in renewable energy technologies, 

internet, transportation, and entertainment. Prior to 

joining Rustic Canyon Partners, David worked with 

the high tech division at Lehman Brothers, and for a 

hedge fund, Boston Avenue Capital. David received 

his A.B. from Stanford University, where he studied 

International Relations and Physics. He remains active 

in several non-profit international development and 

health organizations which he co-founded in college. 

He is also an avid skier and mountaineer, and loves 

flying airplanes. 
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Hrach Simonian
Investment Analyst  |  Menlo Park, CA   

Hrach Simonian joined Canaan’s Menlo Park office 

in January 2007 as an Investment Analyst on the 

IT team. He focuses on the firm’s digital media & 

communications and enterprise software & services 

investment efforts.  Prior to joining Canaan, Hrach 

served as the digital media Research Associate at 

Rutberg & Company. The research groups coverage 

spanned product and technology categories, including 

semiconductors, devices, infrastructure, and services. 

Previously, Hrach held several positions at Northrop 

Grumman. Hrach earned an M.S. in Electrical 

Engineering from the University of Michigan in Ann 

Arbor and a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from UCLA 

specializing in biomedical engineering.

Mukul Singhal
Investment Analyst  |  New Delhi, India  

Mukul Singhal joined Canaan in December 2006 and 

supports the team’s investments in India by helping 

to identify and analyze innovative opportunities in 

mobility, enterprise and digital media. Mukul worked 

on closing Canaan’s investment in iYogi and serves as 

a board observer at the company. Mukul also supports 

Canaan’s other investment interests in India, such as 

cleantech and microfinance.   Prior to joining Canaan, 

Mukul worked with Gujarat Venture Finance, where 

he pursued investments in technology and clean tech. 

He also has operational experience at technology 

companies like Sapient and Infosys.  Mukul received a 

BA in mechanical engineering from Indian Institute of 

Technology Kanpur and an MBA in analytical finance 

from the Indian School of Business Hyderabad. 



150

Gregory Kopchinksy
General Partner  |  Westport, CT      

Gregory joined the Canaan organization as a General 

Partner in 1990. Previously, he was a Vice President at 

JP Morgan with principal responsibilities for private 

debt and equity financings. While at JP Morgan, 

Gregory played an important role in the formation 

of the Canaan organization.  Earlier in his career, 

Gregory was an attorney with Davis Polk & Wardwell 

specializing in complex financing transactions. 

He holds an MBA and law degree from Columbia 

University and an MS degree in engineering from 

Kharkov Polytechnik Institute in the Ukraine.

John Lambrech
Director of Finance  |  Westport, CT      

John Lambrech joined Canaan in 1995 and has held a 

number of positions during his tenure with the firm. 

As Director of Finance, John is responsible for a full 

spectrum of the Canaan’s finance, accounting and 

investor relations initiatives. In addition, John has 

co-led the development of several custom IT system 

solutions utilized for Limited Partner reporting and 

communications, investment benchmarking and 

financial and operational administration. Prior to this 

position, John served as an Operations Associate from 

2000 to 2004 and as an Investment Analyst from 

1995 to 1999. Prior to joining Canaan, John worked 

as a CPA for Ernst & Young in the Entrepreneurial 

Services Group.  John holds an MBA in Finance and 

Entrepreneurship from NYU’s Stern School of Business 

and a BS in Accounting and Economics from SUNY 

Oneonta.
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Guy Russo
CFO + Administrative General Partner 
Westport, CT   

Guy Russo has served as the CFO and Administrative 

General Partner at Canaan since 1997. He has 

over eighteen years of finance and administrative 

experience in venture capital. In his role at Canaan 

he has lead the development of several custom 

systems utilized for Limited Partner reporting and 

communications, investment benchmarking and 

financial and operational administration.  Prior to 

joining Canaan as Controller in 1988, Guy worked 

with investment firms and entrepreneurial companies 

for over four years as a Senior Accountant in the 

Entrepreneurial Services Group of Ernst & Young.  

Guy holds a BS in Accounting from the University 

of Connecticut and an MBA from the University of 

Connecticut. He is also a CPA.

Gina Vakili
Director of Marketing  |  Menlo Park, CA         

Gina is a seasoned marketing executive with over 

10 years of experience advising executives from 

large international organizations and early-stage 

startups across a variety of industries. She joined 

Canaan in 2007 to lead the Firm’s marketing 

activities. At Canaan, Gina manages entrepreneur 

relations, corporate communications, branding and 

public relations. Prior to joining Canaan, Gina held 

Director-level marketing positions at Bitpass, a digital 

media payments startup; GlobalWare Solutions, an 

eBusiness supply chain leader; and Fatbrain.com, the 

leader in online B2B book sales, acquired by Barnes 

& Noble.com. She has provided strategic branding 

and marketing services to some of the industry’s 

most respected brands, including “…For Dummies®” 

and Cliffs Notes® books; BlackBerry® Accessories; 

iUniverse, a leading print-on-demand platform; and 

Creative Labs, makers of Zen. Gina received her BA 

from University of California, Santa Barbara.





Looking forward to the next 20 years ...






