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Nils has 30 years of operational experience in Biotech and Pharma, focusing on platform innovation, 
drug discovery, and drug development. Most recently, he was Senior Vice President, Oncology Discovery 
Biology, at Bristol-Myers Squibb, where he led drug discovery efforts for both targeted and immuno-
oncology agents, including the checkpoint blockade therapies ipilimumab and nivolumab. Nils also has 
experience in startup and midsize biotech, serving as Scientific Director at GenPharm and Medarex.  
 
He received his PhD in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from Harvard University, and was elected to 
the National Academy of Engineering in 2015. 
 
 
About Canaan  
 
Canaan is an early stage venture capital firm that invests in entrepreneurs with visionary ideas. With $5B 
under management, a diversified fund and over 200 exits to date, Canaan has invested in some of the 
world's leading technology and healthcare companies over the past 30+ years. Canaan’s focus areas 
include, enterprise/SaaS, consumer, marketplaces, frontier tech, biopharma, digital health and medtech. 
To learn more about our people and our portfolio, please visit canaan.com. 
    


